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Now that the war in Vietnam is far enough behind us to have become an 

event in history rather than a contemporary trauma, books have 

emerged that assess and interpret the dismal happenings there with 

broader perspective and more complete information. 

The predominant tone of the most noticeable literature on Vietnam 

has been shrill and accusing: U.S. participation in the war was a moral 

outrage, an evil deception, an unconscionable blunder. Leadership 

failed, democracy was bypassed or subverted, the strategists continually 

miscalculated and lied, the people and Congress were artfully manipu

lated. 
These three books make up what might be seen as a vanguard for a 

kind of "revisionist" literature on Vietnam. All three direct themselves, 
at least in part, toward debunking what they would see as the facile 

certainties of traditional or popular interpretations of the war. Thus, 

Guenter Lewy attacks what he calls "the war crimes industry" and 
argues that the U.S. record in Vietnam was not "a systematic and willful 
violation of existing agreements for standards of human decency in time 

of war" (p. 268); he finds there were not "an unusually and unacceptably 
high number of noncombatants being killed" (p. 304); and he argues that 
the "bombing of North Vietnam conformed to international law, and 
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